[Modulation of dopaminergic receptor sensitivity in the central nervous system: important parameters in synaptic function regulation].
Modulation in sensitivity of dopamine receptors in the central nervous system are reviewed. Three main types differing by their behavioural and biochemical characteristics are described: -- Disuse hypersensitivity to dopamine agonists, induced by an interruption of dopaminergic transmission, seems to depend on an increased number of post-synaptic dopamine receptors; -- Hyposensitivity to dopamine agonists, induced by an overstimulation of dopamine receptors, could depend on their qualitative or quantitative modifications; -- Behavioural facilitation, elicited by a previous administration of dopaminergic agonists in low dosage, could be associated with an hyposensitivity of dopaminergic autoreceptors. They seem to constitute important parameters in adaptation of synaptic efficacy in physiological as well as pathological states.